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Reverse Discrimination and Family Reunification
Does EC law permit second class [treatment of] Union citizens?
„Inländerdiskriminierung“ bei Familiennachzug

Erlaubt das Gemeinschaftsrecht Unionsbürger zweiter Klasse?

Katholische Familienbildungsstätte (FABI) e.V.
Große Rosenstraße 18
49074 Osnabrück / Germany
Friday, 10 October 2008

Reverse discrimination occurs when Member States give their ‘own’ citizens a treatment that is less favourable than the treatment of citizens of other Member States provided for in EC law. This inferior treatment of nationals raises serious questions as to its justification and its compatibility with international human rights law and Community law. How has the issue of reverse discrimination regarding family reunification been dealt with in the legislation or the case law in several Member States? Has reverse discrimination been avoided, justified or rejected? Is this form of reverse discrimination compatible with the equal treatment and non-discrimination clauses in the ECHR and other relevant international Human Rights instruments? These questions will be discussed during this seminar. The seminar will be bilingual: English and German with simultaneous translation in both languages.
The aim of the seminar is to stimulate discussion on this issue that is both of great practical interest and involves basic principles of Community law. More than 50 percent of all third countries migrants admitted to EU Member States are admitted for reunification with their family members already living in the EU. In Member States where reliable information is available, about half of the sponsors for family reunification are nationals of that Member State, the other half being non-citizens. In certain Member States the relevant rules are formulated in neutral terms, but the reverse discrimination of nationals is actually directed primarily against nationals of non-European origin.  There is a serious risk that reverse discrimination will in fact create second class Union citizens with less rights to family reunification than other Union citizens. 
During the seminar, the report ‘Reverse Discrimination and Family Reunification’, written by Anne Walter, will be presented. This report describes and analyses the above mentioned questions. Participants will receive a copy of the book. After the Seminar the book can be ordered on the website of the Centre for Migration Law. As a contribution in the costs of the seminar, the book and the meals a fee of 20 euro will be charged at the seminar site. You are kindly requested to register by returning the completed registration form before 29 September 2008.
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Reverse Discrimination and Family Reunification

Does EC law permit second class [treatment of] Union citizens?
Draft Programme
8.30-9.00
Registration and Welcome
9.00  

Welcome
Dean of the Law Faculty: Prof. Dr. Martin Schmidt-Kessel

Director of the IMIS: Prof. Dr. Michael Bommes
Bertelsmann-Stiftung: Christal Morehouse  

The Community Law Perspective: 


Chair: Prof. Dr. Kees Groenendijk / Prof. Dr. Albrecht Weber
9.30-10.00
Reverse Discrimination and Family Reunification 


Conclusion of the research project: Anne Walter
10.00-10.20
Diskussion

10.20-10.40
                         - Coffee Break - 

10.40-11.40
Commentary 
Prof. Dr. Herwig Verschueren (University Antwerpen) 

Dr. Eleanor Spaventa (Durham European Law Institute)  

Dr. Jürgen Bast (Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law) 
11.40-12.10
Discussion

             - Lunch - 


Perspectives in National Law 


Chair: Christal Morehouse / Prof. Dr. M. Bommes
13.30-14.30
Germany 
                   Sybille Röseler (Bundesmigrationsbeauftragte, Berlin) 
The Netherlands                  Prof. Dr. Kees Groenendijk (Radboud University Nijmegen) 

Danmark                              Dr. Eva Ersbøll (Danish Institute for Human Rights, Copenhagen) 
14.30-15.00
Discussion

 - Coffee Break - 

15.30-16.30
Switzerland                          Dr. Marc Spescha  (Advokaturbüro Zürich) 


Austria                                 Johannes Peyrl (Arbeiterkammer Wien)                


United Kingdom                  Dr. Bernard Ryan (University of Kent) 
16.30-17.00
Discussion

17.00-19.00
Reception and buffet dinner 
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	Tagungsbüro: 

Institut für Migrationsforschung
Tel.: ++49/541/969-4384
und Interkulturelle Studien (IMIS)
Fax: ++49/541/969-4380
Neuer Graben 19/21
e-mail:imis@uni-osnabrueck.de
D-49069 Osnabrueck
internet: http://www.imis.uni-osnabrueck.de
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Reverse Discrimination and Family Reunification

Does EC law permit second class [treatment of] Union citizens?
Katholische Familienbildungsstätte (FABI)
Große Rosenstraße 18
49074 Osnabrück / Germany

Friday, 10 October 2008

REGISTRATION FORM

Please return the completed form before 29 September 2008 to Anne Walter by email (anwalter@uos.de) or by fax (to fax-number +49 (0) 541 / 969-6188). 
Please use capital letters.
	LAST NAME:

	FIRST NAME:

	POSITION:

	ORGANIZATION:

	E-MAIL:

	TELEPHONE:

	ADDRESS:

	I WILL ATTEND THE Seminar ON 10 October:                   YES □                    NO □

	I WILL ATTEND LUNCH:                                                         YES □                    NO □

	I WILL ATTEND THE BUFFET:                                               YES □                    NO □

	I WILL NEED SIMULTAN-TRANSLATION:  
                                        German to English                                YES □                    NO □
                                        English to German                                YES □                    NO □
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